Food Safety and Inspection Service, USDA

POST-MORTEM INSPECTION

§354.125 Evisceration.

No viscera or any part thereof shall
be removed from any rabbits which are
to be processed under inspection in any
official plant, except at the time of
evisceration and inspection. Each car-
cass to be eviscerated shall be opened
so as to expose the organs and the body
cavity for proper examination by the
inspector and shall be prepared imme-
diately after inspection as ready-to-
cook rabbit.

§354.126 Carcasses held for further ex-
amination.

Each carcass, including all parts
thereof, in which there is any lesion of
disease or other condition, which
might render such carcass or any part
thereof unfit for human food, and with
respect to which a final decision can-
not be made on first examination by
the inspector, shall be held for further
examination. The identity of each such
carcass, including all parts thereof,
shall be maintained until a final exam-
ination has been completed.

§354.127 Condemnation and treatment
of carcasses.

Each carcass, or any part thereof,
which is found to be unsound, unwhole-
some, or otherwise unfit for human
food shall be condemned by the inspec-
tor and shall receive such treatment,
under the supervision of the inspector,
as will prevent its use for human food
and preclude dissemination of disease
through consumption by animals.

§354.128

Each carcass and all parts and organs
thereof which are found by the inspec-
tor to be sound, wholesome, and fit for
human food shall be certified as pro-
vided in this part.

Certification of carcasses.

DISPOSITION OF DISEASED RABBIT
CARCASSES AND PARTS

§354.129 General.

The carcasses or parts of carcasses of
all rabbits inspected at an official es-
tablishment and found at the time of
post-mortem inspection, or at any sub-
sequent inspection, to be affected with
any of the diseases or conditions

§354.130

named in other sections in this part,
shall be disposed of in accordance with
the section pertaining to the disease or
condition. Owing to the fact that it is
impracticable to formulate rules for
each specific disease or condition and
to designate at just what stage a dis-
ease process results in an unwholesome
product, the decision as to the disposal
of all carcasses, parts, or organs not
specifically covered by the regulations,
or by instructions of the Administrator
issued pursuant thereto, shall be left to
the inspector in charge, and if the in-
spector in charge is in doubt con-
cerning the disposition to be made,
specimens from such carcasses shall be
forwarded to the laboratory for diag-
nosis.

§354.130 Diseases or conditions evi-
dent which require condemnation.

(a) Carcasses of rabbits affected with
or showing lesions of any of the fol-
lowing named diseases or conditions

shall be condemned: Tularemia, an-
thrax, hemorrhagic septicemia,
pyemia, septicemia, leukemia, acute
enteritis, peritonitis, sarcomatosis,

metritis, necrobacillosis (Smorl’s Dis-
ease), tuberculosis, emaciation,
streptobacillary pseudotuberculosis,
and advanced stages of snuffles. Rab-
bits from pathological laboratories
shall be condemned.

(b) Any organ or part of a rabbit car-
cass affected with a tumor shall be con-
demned and when there is evidence
that the general condition of the rabbit
has been affected by the size, position,
or nature of the tumor, the whole car-
cass shall be condemned. In cases of
malignant neoplasms involving any in-
ternal organ to a marked extent, or af-
fecting the muscles, skeleton, or body
lymph glands, even primarily, the
whole carcass shall be condemned.

(c) Carcasses of rabbits showing any
disease such as generalized melanosis,
pseudoleukemia, and the like, which
systemically affect the rabbit, shall be
condemned.

(d) Any organ or part of a carcass
which is badly bruised or which is af-
fected by an abscess, or a suppurating
sore, shall be condemned. Parts or car-
casses which are contaminated by pus
shall be condemned.
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